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In  the  preface  to  hia  privately  published  (19U6)  book,  "Leming 
Family  History  and  Geneology",  Sam  K.  Leming  wrote: 

"Learning,  Lemming  and  Limning  are  old  English  (Anglo-Saxon), 
names  of  places,  originating  from  the  Lean,  Lim  or  Lime  (Lyme).  Limning; 
being  the  most  ancient*  (Flaval  Edmunds  Names  of  Places,  London,  1869). 

Surnames  were  not  used  in  England  until  about  1100  A.D.  (English 
Surnames  by  Beardsley,  Manchester,  Eng.  18?5.) 

In  America  many  public  records  are  misspelled  Lemmon,  Leamon, 

Leman.  These  are  identified  by  the  individuals  from  time  to  time  as  . 

"VU 

Leming  or  Learning.  The  name  naturally  lends  itself  to  misspellings:  de-  > 

pending  upon  the  clerk  or  scribe  who  writes  the  name.  My  purpose  is -'to 

'  >  n,/'  ;r  ' 

weld  together  the  various  spellings,  as  early  English  Leming.  -l 

At  least  three  branches  of  the  family  were  early  settlers  in 
America,  towit: 

Christopher  Learning,  Boston,  Mass#,  1670,  thence  to  Long  Island, 

167U,  and  to  Cape  May  County,  New  Jersey,  1692.  (Diaries  of  his  descendants 
published  in  Stillwell's  Historical  and  Genealogical  Miscellany  of  New  Jersey.) 

John  Leming  of  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey,  and  frequently  recorded 
as  Limming,  or  Lemmon,  (immigrant  list  from  Dover,  Eng.),  1665. 

George  Lemming  from  Cowes,  Isle  of  Might,  Eng.,  1757,  to  Connecticut. 
(Immigrant  list  to  Philadelphia.) 

I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesies  of  all  United  States  Departments, 
Secretaries  of  States,  Adjutant  Generals,  Archives  of  Tennessee,  and  County 
Clerks  or  Registers?  Minister  of  War,  Canada?  Mayor  of  Leamington  Spa,  England, 
and  Able  Doise,  Genealogist,  Paris,  France,  who  aided  me  in  my  research," 


(The  Ohio  branch  descended  from  John  of  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey) 
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The  Liming  family  name  is  very  old  and  has  been  spelled  and  pro¬ 
nounced  in  many  ways.  For  example:  Learning,  Leamyenge,  Leeming,  Leming, 
Leimin,  Lemying,  Lemming,  Xyminge,  Liming,  Of  these  probably  the  most  common 
is  Leming,  but  the  number  of  Limings  also  is  large. 

There  are  records  of  at  least  five  coats  of  arms.  Lendngs,  apparent¬ 
ly  ancestors  of  our  branch  of  the  family,  were  living  in  Yorkshire  prior  to 
lf>8i*  (Fosters  Visitation  to  Yorkshire,  1581*,  p.  5k5»  cited  by  Sam  K,  Leming 
in  "Leming  Family  History  and  Genealogy" . )  They  used  a  coat  of  arms  described 
as  "Erm,  A  Cross  Potence  AZ"  and  there  is  ref erence "to  a  manuscript  1331*  AD". 
Probably  the  first  Liming  coat  of  arms. 

Camden’s  Brittania  says  that  Leeming  "means  a  public  way"  and 
Clarke's  Gazeteer  says  "the  village  of  Leeming  derives  its  name,  which  means 
stone  way,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  crossed  by  the  ancient  Herman 
Street"  (cited  by  Sara  K.  Leming), 

With  reference  to  names  of  places  it  is  to  be  noted  that  some  form 
of  our  family  name  identifies  a  great  many  ancient  locations.  This  does  not 
necessarily  mean  that  such  places  were  named  for  our  family  (whatever  the 
spelling).  In  fact  the  reverse  may  have  been  true. 

Among  such  old  places  are  Laming ton,  mentioned  7QG  AD,  sometimes 
listed  as  Lemington,  Leeming  Lane,  Yorkshire,  a  road  built  by  the  Romans 
50  BC  -  LOO  AD,  and  Lemington  Village,  near  Newcastle-on-Tyna,  "probably  named 
for  Robertus  Leming,  Gentleman,  1581*". 

While  some  of  the  early  Limings,  however  they  spelled  the  name, 
apparently  were  distinguished  leaders  in  their  day,  most  of  them  seem  to  have 
been  Just  good  citizens.  If  any  of  them  were  accused  of  misconduct  the 
records  do  not  show  it.  In  any  case,  their  deeds  were  so  long  ago  that,  good 
or  bad  they  reflect  little  glory  or  disrepute  upon  the  present  generation 
which  has  been  able  definitely  to  trace  its  direct  line  from  1665,  In  that 
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year  our  ancestor  John  Lyming  (later  spelled  differently  -  Limming,  Liming, 
Lemmon,  etc.)  was  listed  as  an  immigrant  from  Dover,  England.  The  list  does 
not  state  when  or  where  he  was  bom,  or  where  he  lived  before  leaving  England. 

This  John  sailed  on  a  ship  called  the  "Nevis  Merchant"  enroute  to 
the  port  of  Nevis,  Leeward  Islands,  West  Indies,  We  read  of  him  next  as  being 
in  Monmouth  County,  New  Jersey;  and  "in  1681  his  hog  mark  was  registered  in 
Middletown* s  Book  as  John  Lemon".  Thus  the  irregularity  in  spelling  continued 
and  will  be  found  still  to  have  continued  for  many  generations  thereafter. 

After  Limings  had  been  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  for  a  hundred  years 
neighbors  in  referring  to  them  sometimes  used  the  surname  Lemons,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  family  for  generations  had  spelled  its  name  Liming,  The  mis¬ 
nomer  apparently  reflected  some  sort  of  oral  tradition.  Part  of  the  trouble 
with  our  name  stems  from  the  fact  that  it  is  somewhat  unusual.  Both  the 
spelling  and  the  pronunciation  lend  themselves  to  error.  Even  today  if  one 
spells  the  name  to  a  stranger  the  listener  is  quite  likely  to  pronounce  it 
Le erring;  and  if  the  name  is  merely  pronounced  it  may  be  understood  as  lyming 
or  Lyman.  When  such  an  error  is  made,  especially  if  it  is  in  a  public  record, 
it  may  result  in  confusion  for  later  generations.  Many  families  have  had 
similar  experiences.  So,  in  this  respect,  there  is  nothing  unique  about  the 
Limings • 

Below  is  shown  the  main  stem  of  our  Brown  County,  Ohio,  branch: 

JOHN  AND  PRUDENCE 

John  Lyming  {b . —  d.  1717)  Immigrant  on  ship  "Nevis  Merchant"  from 

Dover,  England  to  Nevis,  Leeward  Islands,  1665.  "Later  in  1669  at  Middletowns 

(Baptisttowne )  Monmouth  Co,,  N.  J,"  Still  later  his  name  in  public  record 

of  same  town  is  spelled  Lomond,  He  was  sued  in  1683  as  John  Limming.  In 

1701  he  signed  a  petition  to  the  Xing  of  England  as  John  Leming, 

TTT  Note  spelling  lyming  on  immigrant  list.  For  much  of  the  early  history 
of  the  family,  credit  should  be  given  to  Sam  K,  Leming  who  has  done  more 
than  anyone  else  in  this  connection.  He  is  a  de Cendant  of  John  lyming 
but  his  branch  has  long  spelled  its  name  Leming, 
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John  and  Prudence  had  children.  (Mentioned  in  Laurence  van  Hook 
will  172ii.) 

JOHN  (2nd)  and  DINAH: 

One  of  those  children  was  John  (Limming,  Liming,  Leimin,  Lemming) 

(b,  1683  -  d,  1757)  Freehold  Township,  Monmouth  Co,,  N.  J.  Will  dated  June  li*, 
1757  at  Upper  Freehold  (Boctor(s  Creek  near  Allentown  or  Allenton,  Monmouth 
Co.,  N,  J.)  In  1731  John  was  taxed  on  2?0  acres  in  Upper  Freehold  to  help 
build  a  courthouse. 

About  ITlll  John  married  Dinah  DeWilde,  daughter  of  John  DeWilde, 
a  potter,  "  who  owned  2700  acres  of  land".  His  will  is  dated  1708.  Dina 
came  to  America  from  Lembeth  County,  Surry,  England,  with  her  grandfather, 

Henry  DeWild,  who  settled  at  Doctor* s  Creek.  Henry  DeWilde* s  will  of  1701 
mentions  his  Dutch  library .  Presumably  Dinah’s  father,  John  DeWild,  also 
was  born  in  England, 

John  and  Dinah  had  a  large  family*  One  of  these  was  Henry  Liming 
(Lemon,  etc.),  born  c.a,  1721,  died  before  1820.  His  father  left  him  20  pounds 
by  will, 

Dinah  Liming  (Limmin,  Leming,  Lemmon,  Limming)  of  Upper  Freehold, 
Henry's  mother,  by  will  of  Nov.  6,  1773#  left  him  and  to  each  of  his  three 
brothers  (John,  William  and  Thomas)  the  sum  of  two  shillings.  Dinah  used  the 
name  Leming  in  this  will,  A  brother  of  Henry,  DeWilde,  of  "City  of  Burlington'', 
by  will  dated  Feb,  16,  16?0,  directed  that  real  estate,  mortgage,  dwelling 
house,  and  plantations  in  New  Jersey  and  elsewhere,  be  sold,  and  that  money 
from  salt  wharf  be  paid  yearly  to  mother  Dinah  Lemmon,  to  brother  Henry  Lemmon 
and  others.  This  will  was  signed  "Dewilde  Liming"  despite  the  spelling  Lemmon 
in  the  list  of  beneficiaries,  (Note  small  w  in  Christian  name).  Confusion 
is  not  lessened  by  the  fact  that  the  name  appears  in  the  N,  J.  Secy,  of  State 
Index  as  "Devilde  Lemmon"  (Note  small  v  instead  of  w. ) 
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HENFQf  AND  SARAH: 


Henry  Liming  (bom  c.a.  1720  at  Freehold,  N.  J.  -  Died  before  1820) 

married  Sarah  Deleplaine  (Deliplain) (b.  ca*  1729) 

Henry  and  Sarah  had  childrens  Joseph,  Jonathan,  Abraham,  Sa/nuel, 

Deleplaine,  Sarah,  Thomas  and  James, 

Thomas  was  elected  supervisor  and  fence  viewer,  James  was  a  judge 
in  1808.  In  1786  Henry  and  his  eldest  son,  Joseph  received  land  grants  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  Later  they  moved  farther  west.  Both  Henry  and  his 
wife  Sarah,  lived  to  be  quite  old,  Heniy,  and  possibly  also  Sarah,  were 
buried  at  Logan's  Gap  on  the  Ohio  River,  a  short  distance  above  the  present 

Ripley,  Ohio, 

JOSEPH  AND  ALICE: 

Joseph  Liming  (son  of  Henry)  bom  ca.  17U5  near  Philadelphia,  Pa,, 
died  in  Brora  County,  Ohio,  ca.  1819.  He  married  Alice  Applegate,  who  was 
bom  ca.  17U5  at  Windsor,  N.  J.,  and  who  died  in  Ohio  after  1832.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Hugh  Hartshorn©  of  Middletown,  Monmouth  County,  N,  J.  (Monmouth 
Court  House,  former  name  Freehold  -  place  of  Battle  of  Monmouth,  1778).  In 
1772,  Joseph  was  a  householder  in  Alleghany  County,  Pa,  In  1799  he  moved  to 
near  the  sit©  of  Lexington,  Ky.  He  lived  4  years  in  Mason  County,  later 
Johnson  County.  He  then  went  to  Ohio  and  some  3  years  later  (1806)  settled 
in  what  is  now  Clark  Township,  Brown  County.  Joseph's  father  (Henry)  and 
others  of  the  family,  perhaps  Thomas  and  James,  joined  him  there  in  1006. 

Joseph  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  serving  in  Thomas  Moore's  Co., 
Pennsylvania  Rangers,  Westmoreland  Go«,  1778-83.  (See  Pa,  Archives,  3rd 
series  -  Vol.  23,  pp.  224-322  (Joseph  Lennon)  Lemon.  See  also  History  of 
Alleghany  Co.,  Pa.  (1889  Warner  Publishers)  part  2,  pp.  89,  94,  776.  Also 
Colonial  Records,  Pa.  Archives  3rd  series,  vol.  22,  pp.  369,  940.  Also 
Roster  of  Revolutionary  Soldier  Buried  in  Ohio,  Vol,  2,  p.  216.  Also  Leming 
Family  Geneology  by  Sam  K.  Leming,  Waldron,  Ark.  (1947)  PP*  17,  19,  21,  24,  28. 
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Also  History  of  Brown  County,  Ohio,  (1883)  part  1,  p.  52U  and  pait  2,  p,  186. 

Enroute  to  its  permanent  Ohio  location  the  family  camped  on  White 
Oak  Creek  at  a  spring  near  the  place  where  much  later  the  now  no  longer 
existent  C.  G.  &  P.  RR  iron  bridge  spanned  the  creek. 

Many  years  ago  Jane  Liming  Pitzer  said  that  Alice  Applegate  Liming, 
wife  of  Joseph,  was  buried  at  Logan’s  Gap  (above  Ripley)  and  that  Alice  was 
carried  there  using  a  home-made  bier,  "on  a  bee  line"  lli  miles  through  woods 
and  clearings  by  bearers  on  foot.  The  Linings  purchased  a  large  tract  of  lana 
located  between  White  Oak  Creek  and  the  present  Village  of  Hamersville,  Ohio. 
Some  of  the  family  were  buried  in  a  small  graveyard  near  a  place  later  called 
"Gillets"  which  was  a  station  on  the  aforementioned,  and  now  abandoned 
C .  G  •  &  P.  RR. 

Joseph  and  Alice  raised  a  large  family  of  children:  Jonathan, 
Abraham,  Samuel,  Sarah,  Joseph,  William,  James  and  Ahira  Deleplane. 

JAMES,  JANE  AND  EUNICE: 

One  of  the  sons  of  Joseph  and  Alice  was  James,  born  in  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.  in  1795.  Died  in  Ohio  18U6,  James  married,  first,  (1815)  Jane 
Wrasler.  She  may  have  had  a  middle  name,  Fanny.  Died  in  1829*  They  had  7 
children  (Li  boys  and  3  girls)  among  them:  Jaspar,  Abraham  (Abram),  Jane,  and 
Caroline,  James  married,  second,  Eunice  Leonard.  They  had  7  children: 
Christina  (Mrs.  Isaac  Bowden)  b.  1832,  d.  Almeda,  James,  S  a  rail  Jane, 

Aaron,  Eunice  and  Stephen. 

James,  son  of  Joseph,  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  did  also  his 
brothers  William,  Abraham  and  Samuel.  James  was  taken  ill  near  Detroit  and, 
according  to  family  tradition  and  the  History  of  Brown  County,  two  of  his 
brothers  were  left  to  nurse  him.  The  journey  home  by  horse  and  sled  is  an 
accepted  family  story.  Possibly  James  enlisted  from  another  jurisdiction, 
such  as  Kentucky,  possibly  he  was  too  ill  to  be  formally  discharged  possibly 
erroneous  spelling  of  his  name  caused  him  to  be  omitted  from  the  Ohio  records, 
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which  we  checked.  Possibly  the  records  of  his  service  were  lost.  In  any 
case,  though  there  is  no  doubt  he  served,  we  have  failed  to  find  official 
record  of  this  service.  James  was  a  nurseryman  and  farmer.  He  was  buried  in 
a  family  lot  a  mile  north  of  Hamersville,  Ohio. 

JASPER  AND  MARGARET t 

Jasper,  son  of  James,  b.  1827  -  d.  1890.  Married  Margaret  Jane 
Redman,  b.  1802  -  d.  1910,  daughter  of  Colonel  ("of  the  muster")  James  Redman, 
b.  1802  -  d.  1873  and  Jane  Crawford,  b.  180U  -  d.  1873. 

Colonel  Redman  operated  a  general  store,  tavern  ("rooms,  meals,  wiie, 
stables"),  farm  and  cooper  shop.  Margaret  was  of  the  Indian  fighter  Crawford 
family  (Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana).  It  is  worthy  of  parenthetical  mention  that  a 
grandson  of  James  Redman,  a  nephew  of  Jasper  and  Margaret  Liming,  (A.N,  Marquis) 
was  the  founder  and  for  many  years  the  publisher  of  "Who»s  Who  in  America". 

Jasper  and  Margaret  and  11  children,  10  of  whom  reached  maturity: 
Isora  (m.  William  Murphy)  -  Rosalie  (m.  Randolph  Neal)  -  Elizabeth  (m.  James 

Whiteman)  -  James  Orange  (m.  Sab  rah  Oursler)  -  Chilton  -  Euretha  (m.  Marcus 

McCall)  -  Oscar  D.  (m.  Elsie  Sherman)  -  Effie  (m.  1st.  James  McCall  -  2nd. 

Frederick  Shafer)  -  Gustavus  B.  (m.  Hattie  Thompson)  -  Dari  C.  (m.  Elizabeth 

Bauer) . 

JAMES  AND  SAB  RAH 

James  Orange  Liming  (b.  1855  -  d.  1908,  son  of  Jasper),  father  of 
this  writer,  married  Sabrah  Jane  Oursler  (b.  1862  -  d.  191*3)  daughter  of  Chari es 
(b.  1809  -  d.  1887)  and  Margaret  Jones  Oursler  (b.  1821*  -  d.  1893).  She  was 
of  Welsh  descent.  Charles  Oursler  for  many  years  was  a  river  man  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi,  with  home  at  Aberdeen,  Ohio#  Later,  after  serving  as  sheriff 
of  Brown  County,  he  retired  to  a  farm  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  During 
this  period  many  of  the  family  were  buried  in  "Warners*  Cemetery"  in  Clark 
Township.  Later  Confidence  Cemetery  at  Georgetown  was  favored. 
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Children  of  James  Liming  and  Sabrah  Jane  (Oursler):  Melville 
Darst  -  b.  Dec.  10,  1882,  Fanny  -  b.  Sept.  26,  1886  -  d.  Aug.  21,  1888, 

Walter  Scott  -  b.  June  23,  1887,  Margaret  -  b.  Feb.  23,  1890  -  d,  Nov.  17, 

1927,  Jasper  Oursler  -  b.  Aug.  15,  1892,  Lelia  -  b.  Oct.  20,  1895,  Naomi  - 
b.  Feb.  27,  1899  -  d.  Oct.  18,  1918,  Richard  Homer  -  b,  August  16,  1902, 

These  notes  were  compiled  in  195U  from  various  sources  by  Melville 
D,  Liming,  eldest  son,  b,  1882,  of  James  0.  and  Sabrah  (Oursler).  The  writer 
regrets  that  there  are  some  gaps  in  the  narrative  which  for  the  most  part  was 
based  on  written  records.  The  undertaking  would,  however,  have  been  much 
farther  from  satisfactory  completion  had  it  not  been  for  the  help  of  several 
painstaking  researchers.  Among  these  were  Sam  K.  Leming  of  Arkansas,  to  whom 
reference  already  has  been  made,  Mrs.  Wood  Wonnald  (Elsie  Brooks)  of  Wyoming, 
a  descendant  of  James  Liming  and  Eunice  Leonard,  and  F.  C.  Cross  of  Colorado. 
These  people,  particularly  Mr,  Leming  and  Mrs.  Wormald,  over  a  period  of  years, 
made  extensive  inquiries  and  examined  innumerable  records  in  many  parts  of 
this  country  and  abroad. 

The  aforementioned  Jane  Liming  Pitzer,  who  was  an  alert  contemporary 
of  several  of  the  early  Ohio  Liminga,many  years  ago  dictated  such  facts  as  she 
could  remember  to  Margaret  Liming,  sister  of  this  writer.  From  those  notes, 
made  at  the  time  dictated,  some  portions  of  these  sketches  were  prepared, 
Margaret,  one  of  many  Limings  who  have  served  in  our  country's  military  forces, 
was  a  registered  nurse  who  spent  many  months  in  France  during  and  after  World 
War  I.  In  the  course  of  her  duties,  near  the  battle  lines,  she  was  subjected 
to  poison  gas  and  eventually  died  from  the  effects  of  these  injuries. 


The  writer  hardly  needs  to  point  our  that  his  primary  purpose  has 
been  to  compile  facts  regarding  his  immediate  families  direct  Liming  lineage. 
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,  He  hopes,  however,  that  at  least  some  of  the  background  material  he  has  collected 
will  be  helpful  to  others  who  may  wish  to  make  similar  records  of  their  oVm 
branches. 

Finally,  he  would  much  appreciate  additions  or  corrections  relating 
to  what  he  has  written  about  previous  generations  so  that  their  history  may 
be  as  nearly  accurate  and  complete  as  possible. 


M.  D.  LIMING 

i|8  Ballard  Street 

Newton  Centre,  Massachusetts 

195U 
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